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at present, in close touch with the leading people
and retained its ability to act quickly in legislative
and administrative matters. I did not share his
belief in the efficacy of good administration to
silence political opposition in Mesopotamia, and
still thought that he was under-estimating the
influence of the absentee Baghdadis who really
cc counted " far more than anyone who was in
Baghdad itself at the time,
Mr. Montagu sent Colonel Wilson's despatch of
the 15th November to the Foreign Office with no
other comment than the suggestion that it should be
laid before the Interdepartmental Conference in
connection with the proposal for the return of Sir
Percy Cox to Baghdad. He said that he would be
glad to learn what progress was being made with
this proposal. But the Conference of Ambassadors
which had assembled on the 26th January to draft
a treaty of peace with Turkey was in almost daily
session, and it was impossible to arrange for a meet-
ing of the Interdepartmental Conference. The
papers were all retained by Lord Curzon and did
not appear again in the office until April,
The next development of importance took place
on the other side of the theatre, where Feisal was
finding it increasingly difficult to control the exu-
berant nationalism of his followers. On the 8th
March it was reported that he found himself forced
to convoke a Syrian Congress, which proposed to
declare the complete independence of Syria and to
crown him King, The British and French Govern-
ments immediately concerted a warning telegram
which was despatched to him on the same day,
strongly advising him to refrain from any action
which might prejudice the decisions of the Peace